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21 May, 2017 Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Welcome 
New here? 

Whether you are visiting, 
wanting explore faith, or 
find a new church home, 
welcome, its great to have 
you with us. 

What to expect 

While each of our Sunday 
services are unique, you 
will find warm and friendly 
people looking to journey 
in life together. 

You’re our guest 

If you are a guest with us 
today, please don’t feel you 
need to give any money in 
the offering. This service is 
the gift of our members to 
you.  

What next? 

If you want to know more 
about our church and how 
to take your next step with 
us, please talk to one of our 
friendly Welcomers on 
Sunday’s, or get in touch 
with the office during the 
week. We’d be happy to 
help. 

St Matthew’s  
Upper Coomera 

Holy Rood 
Oxenford 

St James  
Biggera Waters 

Dear Parishioners 
For faith to make any difference in our lives it must first be our own. 
Faith isn’t something we can borrow from our neighbours or parents 
or fellow churchgoers, or anyone else. We must claim faith as our 
own if it is to make any difference in our lives. 
 

The Apostle Paul was completing his missionary journey when he 
stopped off in Athens. He decided to address the Athenian people 
from the famous Areopagus.. He began by telling the crowd how 
much he had enjoyed walking through their city. Paul complimented 
them, "I see how extremely religious you are in every way." It’s im-
portant for us to see that Paul didn’t condemn the Athenians for 
worshipping idols. He was smarter than that. Paul knew from experi-
ence that the best way to win people is with honey and not vinegar.  
 

WHEN WE START WHERE PEOPLE ARE WE HAVE THE GREATEST 
CHANCE OF WINNING THEM OVER TO CHRIST.  The Apostle Paul be-
gins with a compliment, not a condemnation. He didn’t tell them 
they were way out in left field. He began his message where they 
were. He acknowledged their many statues to gods. This indicated 
their yearning for God and he complimented them on that yearning. 
He told them, he had seen an altar with the inscription, "To an un-
known god." The Greeks believed in many gods. They had a god for 
every occasion. Just to cover all the bases they built this altar to "an 
unknown god" in case they had left any god out. Paul says in a very 
friendly and non-coercive way, "I’d like to tell you about this un-
known god." That’s evangelism at its best.   
 

FOR PAUL, SHARING HIS FAITH WAS THE MOST NATURAL THING IN 
THE WORLD. Many of us act as if it were the hardest.  I’ve used the 
reading for this week not to put us down or try to compare us with 
the super Evangelist Paul! But to encourage us to be alert for the op-
portunities that may come our way. Sure on reflection we will have 
those times when we say ‘Drat I missed that one’ but if we stay alert 
and have practised our faith story we will be able to share. 
Canon Gary 
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For your study and prayers 

Daily Bible Readings for next week…. 
 Monday:  2 Chronicles 4 
 Tuesday:   2 Chronicles 5 
 Wednesday:  2 Chronicles 6 
 Thursday:  2 Chronicles 7 
 Friday:   2 Chronicles 8 
 Saturday: 2 Chronicles 9 

 
 

Prayer of the Week Eternal God, whose Son Jesus Christ is the way, the truth, 

and the life:  grant that we may walk in his way, rejoice in his truth, and share his 
risen life; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. Amen 
 
Daily Prayers Brett, Denise & Ray Eolkin, Patti Smith, Ann Kruger, Allison Boniface, 
Gerry Adams, Tracy Tynan and Chelsea. 
 
CMS Link Missionaries Please pray for Adam & Helene Ramsay and their children 
Leo, Ellie and Bertie in Chiba Kanto, Japan, and for their ministry there. 
 
The future for GCNAC: Please pray the ongoing search for an Associate Priest, and 
that this be guided by the Holy Spirit, according to God’s will; thus enabling the right 
leadership team for GCNAC.  
 

 

For first time Bible readers we suggest 
you allow 10 minutes at the same time 
each day: 3 minutes to make coffee, 1 
minute for silent prayer, 3 minutes to 
read the Bible passage and 3 minutes to 
pray about your day. If want some help or 
further suggestions please contact Revd 
John Dougherty on 0417 190 817 or by 
email revjohndougherty@gmail.com 

Have you checked out our website? 

www.goldcoastnorth.org.au   

Parish Office, Upper Coomera…   
 

The Parish Office will be open Wednesday and Thursday, 9am to 4pm. 
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From Rev. John 

Parish Administration Team 
I am so thankful for all that is happening with regard to the Parish Office over the 
last few weeks. Just to keep you in the loop, this is what is going on: 
 
 Karen Jefferson is our Parish Administration Officer, two days per week—

Wednesdays & Thursdays. At the last Parish Council meeting, it was agreed that 
Karen be offered the role in a permanent part-time capacity.  

 Parish Council have agreed in principle with having a Parish Manager. A team is 
finalising the position description and salary package to take back to Parish 
Council for approval. More details to come. 

 We have had a wonderful response to the call for voluntary Office Assistants. 
Please pray as we help train, equip and resource the team to help us in the 
office. 

 
If you have any enquiries regarding the office restructure, the roles or any other 
matter related to this, please do not hesitate to contact me via phone or email or 
talk to me after church. 
 

Who is Your One Life? 
Our current sermon series, One Life, sees us exploring the Acts lectionary readings. 
The big idea is that we get one life, and that meaning and purpose for our life is 
found in a relationship with God through Jesus, and in loving service to others.  
 
As part of the sermon series we are inviting you to take a One Life card, and write 
down the name of an individual or a couple, that you would love to see know God’s 
love for them and have them join our church family. I know there will be many 
people on your list, but we want to, with laser focus, concentrate on praying for, 
building relationship and blessing that person or couple, and then ask God to 
provide opportunities for us to talk about faith and invite them to a church event.  
 
I am confident all of you can pray and bless your one life, and I confident that God 
will give you the words and the opportunities to talk about Him and invite your one 
life to a church event. 
 

Small Groups 
Small groups are the life blood of any church and today’s reading highlight this. I am 
hoping to hold a meeting in the not too distant future with current small group 
leaders, and to hold training for those who want to explore leading a small group. If 
you would like to explore whether you are called to facilitate a small group, please 
get in touch with me.  
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Parish Diary 
TODAY and LATER THIS WEEK: 
 

Tuesday 23 May 
St Matthew’s Church Craft Group @ St Matthew’s 9-12pm. Every second Tuesday 
 

Wednesday 24 May 
Parish Office Events/Diary Planning Day -  from 12pm Office will be closed 
 

Thursday 25 May 
Quiet Morning @ St James, The Fabric of our Lives, hosted my GCN Mother’s Union, led by 
Rev’d Lyn Dunn 9am (9:30am start) till 1pm Lunch afterwards. All welcome (Rev’d Lyn Dunn) 
 

FURTHER AHEAD: 
 

Sunday 28 May 
Visit by Capt. David Ellis, President, Mission to Seafarers. 8am @ HR Service, followed by 
morning tea and presentation in the HR Family Centre. All welcome (Rev’d Lyn Dunn) 
 

Bring “n” Buy Stalls @ St James and Holy Rood Church (4th Sunday of the month) 
 

Wednesday 31 May 
Pastoral Care Meeting 10.45am @ St James. All involved or interested in Pastoral Care 
welcome (Pat Grant) 
 

Sunday 4 June 
 

Craft Stall @ St James. Funds raised will be supporting Ministry in the West as well as Bush 
Church Aid Society. 
 

One World Festival Events celebrated across all GCNA churches. More details to follow!  
 

Sunday  2 July - Friday 7 July 
Senior ICHTHUS Camp. Young adults in grades 10-12. Cost $275. aycf.org.au/camping/
registration. Registrations close 18 June 2017 (Mel Scheuch) 
 

Saturday 15 July 
Ladies Breakfast @ St James (Marilyn Pappas) 
 

Saturday 29 July 
Christmas in July @ Holy Rood Family Centre 
 

Friday 1 September – Sunday 3 September 
Parish Family camping weekend—further details contact Wade & Kelly Lofthouse or visit 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCsnjPtxr_9ftNSNpcL7rPLw  
 

Sunday 10 September 
Bishop Alison Taylor’s Episcopal visit 
 

Friday 20 October 
Parish Ladies Dinner @ St Matthews (more details to come) 
 

Saturday 4 November 
Memorial Service @ St James, 2pm. Further details contact Lyn Martin or Revd Lyn Dunn 
 

Tuesday 7 November 
Melbourne Cup Luncheon & Op Shop Fashion Parade @ Holy Rood – for more info contact 
Lesley Dunlop. 
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Pre Preps Early Learning Centre Visiting St Matthew’s - Last week we began the  7 
week journey with our Pre-Preps, about 60 of them,  as they begin to explore 
communal Christian Worship, prior to joining Prep and Year 1 for weekly Worship in 
the IGC in Semester 2. These sessions will be held at St Matthew’s from 11.15 – 
11.35am each Wednesday.  In previous years, parishioners have assisted 
with  providing water for the children to drink after their long trek from the ELC, as 
well as participating in the activities with  the children. We would like to extend the 
same invitation to parishioners who might like to be involved in this ministry to our 
Pre-Prep children from next week for the remaining 6 weeks. They won’t be 
responsible for any supervision – we would simply welcome their company.  

Baptism - Today at St Matthew’s. Please pray for Willow Oliphant, her parents, 
families & godparents. 

What’s Going On? 

Elvanto Rosters— Volunteers/Coordinators, please remember to log into your  El-
vanto account this week and mark your “unavailability” for the next few months. For 
the Roster Coordinators, a gentle reminder to have the June Rosters entered into  
Elvanto or sent in to the Parish Office by the 20th of this month. (Thank you those 
who have created and sent in their rosters already.  It is much appreciated). 

From The Wider Church 

Parish Events/Diary Planning Day - The office will be closed from 12pm on  
Wednesday 24 May, as we look at firming up the Parish Calendar /Diary for 2017. 
Anyone who is  running an event or ministry, whether it be the stalls, breakfasts etc;  
we would invite you to email the office with your intended dates ,times etc. 
(anglicangcn@bigpond.com). This will help John and the office have a clear picture 
of the parish events and what will be locked in and approved. Exciting times and 
thank you for your support. We look forward to hear from you all. 

CALLED TO LEAD – ICHTHUS LEADERS WANTED FOR 2017 
Do you love teaching and sharing the gospel? Do you love connecting with young 
people? Do you love getting messy and having fun? Then being an Ichthus camp 
leader is for you! We have a fantastic Christian camp ministry and we have awe-
some camps because we have awesome leaders. We are now doing  the call out for 
all those young, old, young at heart, and everything in-between who are interested 
in becoming a camp leader. You can find out more and apply on the website at 
www.aycf.org.au. If you wish to organise to have a chat about this opportunity or 
simply have some questions, contact Erica Skerman at: 
eskerman@ministryeducation.org.au. 



 6 

 

 GROUP FACILITATOR AND  
CONTACT  

VENUE/LOCALITY DAY/TIME 

Pat & Barry Schmidt 
5529 3802 

 Home Study Group 
Biggera Waters 

Mondays 6.55pm 

Don Campbell 
0412 277 737 

Prayer Meeting St Matthew’s Church 
Upper Coomera 

Tuesdays 8.00-8.45am 

Parish Office 
5580 5814 

Coomera Craft Circle 
St Matthew’s Church 

Upper Coomera 

Tuesdays 9am—12noon 
Fortnightly during school terms 

Pam Wain 
5501 5302 

Home Study Group 
Hollywell 

Tuesdays 10.00-11.30am 

Rod & Lesley Dunlop 
5668 5717 

 Home Study Group 
Coomera Waters 

Tuesdays 7.00-9.00pm 

Ruth Bradley 
 0452 511 321 

Home Study Group 
Coomera Waters 

Tuesdays 7.30pm 

Ian Boniface 
0414 279 088 

Prayer Meeting St Matthew’s Church 
Upper Coomera 

Thursdays  6.00-6.45am 

Pat Grant 0412 730 979 
George Osborne 5577 3738 

Home Study Group 
Biggera Waters 

Thursdays 7.00-9.00pm 

Glenda Murrell 
0405 470 528 

Mainly Music 
Holy Rood Family Centre 

Thursdays 9.15am 

Bev & Ian Huguenin 
5573 6211 

PATSIMAC—Prayer for Aboriginal &  
TSI Ministry &  concerns. 

Helensvale 

2nd Thursday monthly 
1.30-2.30pm 

Pat Grant 
0412 730 979 

Social Craft Group 
St James Church Hall 

Fridays 9.30am—12noon 

Pat Grant 
0412 730 979 

Evening Prayer Time 
St James Church Hall 

Fridays 5.30pm 

Lyn Martin 
5537 2024 

Ladies’ Prayer Group  
Biggera Waters 

1st Saturday of month 8.00am 

Gail Beattie 
5563 7170 

Cursillista’s Group 
St James Church Hall 

Biggera Waters 

Last Sunday monthly  
(after 9.00am service) 

Group Gatherings….. 
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GIVING 
 Direct Deposit via Internet Banking into our bank account— 
 Gold Coast North Anglican Psh—Easy Access   BSB 704-901 Account # 00001100 
 Deposit over counter at Westpac Bank into our bank account— 
 Gold Coast North Anglican Psh—Easy Access   BSB 034-844 Account # 00001100 
 ANFIN Parish Direct—forms available at the Welcome Desk or from the Parish Office. 

Service Times  
St James Anglican Church, 41 Brighton Street, Biggera Waters 

    Sunday   7.30am  
    Sunday  9.00am  (Kids Church/Sunday School) 

    Wednesday 9.30am  
Holy Rood Anglican Church, 192 Tamborine-Oxenford Road, Oxenford 

    Sunday  8am  
St Matthew’s Anglican Church, 142 Billinghurst Crescent, Upper Coomera 

    Sunday   10.00am (Kids Church/Sunday School) 
    Sunday   5.30pm (Sunday Night Life) 
 

 Contact Details 
Priests          Parish Office 
Rev John Dougherty (0417 190 817)     142 Billinghurst Crescent 
Email: revjohndougherty@gmail.com    Upper Coomera Qld 4209 
Rev Canon Gary Smith (0407 141 468)    Office Hours: 9am-4pm Wed/Thurs 

Email: garysmith@goldcoastnorth.org.au 

Rev Mary-Anne Rulfs (0403 049 124)    

Deacons and Spiritual Companions  Phone:  5580 5814 

Rev Lyn Dunn (0413 528 670)     Fax:  5580 5876 
Rev Rosanne Stower (0421 725 275)  

Wardens      

Katrina Lyon (0439 735 391)      Email: anglicangcn@bigpond.com  
Karen Jones (0403 952 262)      www.goldcoastnorth.org.au 
Allison Boniface (5573 1498) 
 

For further contact details of ministries and ministers within Gold Coast North Anglican Church please refer 
to www.goldcoastnorth.org.au or contact the Parish Office. 

CREATING SAFE CHURCHES—Office of Professional Standards 
Protection from Harm  The Anglican Diocese of Brisbane takes allegations of abuse and harm seriously. The Professional 
Standards Canon and the Protocol for Dealing with Complaints of Abuse provide clear and transparent processes for the 
management of complaints of abuse.  Persons who may have been harmed by a Church worker, or who know of someone else 
who has, are encouraged to come forward.  All complaints will be treated sensitively and confidentially.  The Director of 
Professional Standards will respond to all complaints and will assist you to understand the processes involved.  Please contact 
Office of Professional Standards, St Martin’s House, 373 Ann Street, Brisbane 4000 (GPO Box 421, Brisbane 4001):  Phone 1800 
242 544;  Fax 07 3831 9873;  Email gmilles@anglicanchurchsq.org.au 

mailto:gmilles@anglicanchurchsq.org.au
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Sixth Sunday of Easter 
 

SENTENCE 
 

‘Those who love me will keep my word,’ Jesus promises, ‘and my Father will love 
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them.’  John 14:23 

 
 

COLLECT 
 

O God, you have prepared for those who love you joys beyond our understanding:  
pour into our hearts such love for you, that, loving you above all else, we may 
obtain your promises that exceed all we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, 
who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever.  
Amen. 

Baptised and communicant members of other Christian churches professing the 
Apostolic (or historic Christian) faith are invited to receive Holy Communion.  All are 
welcome to come forward to receive a blessing, whether or not baptised or confirmed. 

Worship with us today…. 

Next Sunday’s Readings:   
Seventh Sunday of Easter 

Reading:  Acts 1: 6 -14 
Psalm: 68: 1-10, 32-35 (p.289 of APBA)  

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 5 
Gospel: John 17: 1-11 

TODAY’S READINGS 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Reading:  Acts 17: 22-31 
Psalm: 66: 7-19 (p.286 of APBA)  

2nd Reading: 1 Peter 3: 8-22 
Gospel: John 14: 15-21 


